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For decades, Africa's place in global affairs has largely been understood through narratives of dependency, external intervention, and structural vulnerability. While these perspectives illuminate important dimensions of the continent's historical experience, they often underestimate the capacity of African actors to shape political, economic, and intellectual developments both at home and beyond the continent. This keynote argues that understanding contemporary Africa requires moving beyond dependency as the dominant analytical lens and paying closer attention to how African states, institutions, and societies navigate and influence the ongoing global transformations of the twenty-first century. Rather than viewing Africa primarily as an object of global forces, the presentation highlights its growing role as a participant in shaping emerging political, economic, and intellectual futures.
Positioning in contemporary debates on governance, development, and Africa's global engagements, the keynote examines how African actors are responding to a rapidly changing international environment marked by multipolarity, geopolitical competition, technological change, and evolving development partnerships. Drawing on examples from across the continent, it explores how questions of political authority, knowledge production, and international engagement are being redefined in an era of global uncertainty.
The presentation further contends that Africa is not simply adapting to change but increasingly helping to shape it. From regional integration initiatives and new diplomatic alignments to intellectual innovation and civic mobilization, African actors are exercising influence in ways that challenge long-standing assumptions of marginality and passivity. By bringing together debates on governance, representation, and global order, the keynote contributes to broader discussions about Africa's evolving place in an increasingly interconnected world.
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